Brief Embassy Report on Bilateral Relations – ITJ Division, DGCI&S, Kolkata
            India-United Arab Emirates Bilateral Relations

A.  Introduction

1.Indian Trade Journal (ITJ) division of the Director General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics (DGCI&S) brings out weekly publication on Embassy Profile Report providing information on recent policy changes and happenings in other countries that may be of interest to the Indian trading community. This is the Embassy Profile Report for 01.07.2026 depicting the Embassy of United Arab Emirates.  

2.  India and the UAE share a strong strategic partnership rooted in deep trade, historical, and cultural ties. The relationship features a massive Indian diaspora of over 4 million people in the UAE, high-level diplomatic visits, and booming bilateral commerce.

3.   India and the UAE have strengthened defence cooperation since 2003, marked by joint exercises like Desert Eagle and Gulf Star-1. The Annual Defence Dialogue and high-level visits have played pivotal roles. Counter-terrorism collaboration, including successful operations against terrorists, has been a focus since 2014. Notably, in December 2020, India and the UAE thwarted a terrorist attack in Delhi. India and the UAE, since 2014, have deepened ties with various agreements. PM Modi and President Al Nahyan's rapport is highlighted. Plans include the first overseas IIT and a Hindu temple in Abu Dhabi, symbolizing harmony, which was inaugurated on February 14, 2024.
4.  United Arab Emirates is an increasingly important partner to India. According to the Middle East Forum, the relationship between the countries has improved from transactional procurement to a structured industrial and operational collaboration.

B. High Level Visits

On 15 July 2023, Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi visited the UAE for the fifth time, marking a significant milestone in the deepening of the UAE-India bilateral relationship. During this visit, three crucial Memorandums of Understanding (MoU) were signed. The first focused on establishing a framework to encourage the use of local currencies (AED-INR) for cross-border transactions by the Governors of the respective Central Banks. The second MoU pertained to the interlinking of payment and messaging systems, also endorsed by the Governors of the respective Central Banks. Lastly, plans were set in motion for the establishment of the Indian Institute of Technology – Delhi in Abu Dhabi. Prime Minister Modi's previous visits to the UAE occurred in August 2015, February 2018, in August 2019 when he received the Order of Zayed, and in June 2022 to convey greetings to HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan as he assumed the presidency of the UAE. (Source; Embassy of UAE, New Delhi)

C. Golden Visa Initiative and Bilateral Engagement: In 2025, the United Arab Emirates introduced a new nomination-based Golden Visa scheme, signaling deepening ties with India. Unlike the earlier model requiring a minimum property investment of AED 2 million, the new system allows selected Indian nationals to obtain a lifetime UAE Golden Visa by paying a one-time fee of AED 100,000 (approx. INR 23.3 lakh).

D. Security relations: Defense cooperation between India and the UAE has seen growth since 2003, when the chief of staff of the UAE armed forces visited India. The subsequent exchanges resulted in the initiation of the Desert Eagle bilateral exercises involving the Indian Air Force (IAF) and the UAE Air Force (UAE-AF). Since 2014, India has worked with the UAE on various counter-terrorism issues. On 4 March 2018, the Indian Coast Guard and Emirati special forces collaborated in a successful operation, requested by Emirati Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, and approved by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, to intercept a yacht carrying Latifabint Mohammed Al Maktoum. In December 2020, Indian authorities in coordination with UAE had foiled a Pakistani ISI backed-terrorist attack in Delhi. The arrested terrorists consisted of 2 Khalistani and 3 Hizbul Mujahideen members. The head of the cell was arrested in the UAE and deported to India. Both countries conducted their first military exercise named Desert Cyclone together in Rajasthan on January 4, 2024.

E. Technological and scientific collaboration: India and UAE are closely involved in polar cooperation. In January 2026, Emirati researchers from Khalifa University joined India's 45th Antarctic Expedition at the Maitri Research Station to explore Antarctica's landscapes for the advancement of polar & planetary science. In May 2026, a Term Sheet was exchanged between G42 Group, Mohamed bin Zayed University of Artificial Intelligence and C-DAC to establish an 8-exaflop supercomputing cluster in India.
F. Economic & Commercial Relations (Trade and Foreign Investment)–Recent facts & figures: India and UAE have shared trade links through the centuries. The trade, which was dominated by traditional items such as dates, pearls and fishes, underwent a sharp change after the discovery of oil in the UAE (oil exports began from Abu Dhabi in 1962). With the emergence of the UAE as a unified entity in 1971, exports from India started growing gradually over the years. The real impetus, however, started after Dubai positioned itself as a regional trading hubby early 1990s and about the same time, the economic liberalisation process started in India. The UAE’s investment in India is estimated to be around US$ 20-21 billion of which US$ 15.5 billion is in the form of FDI while the remaining is portfolio investment between April 2000-March 2023. In 2022-2023, UAE was the 4th biggest FDI investor for India. UAE has committed to invest US$ 75 billion in India’s infrastructure sector over a period of time. Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA), the principal Sovereign Wealth Fund of the UAE and one of the world’s largest, is an anchor investor in NIIF Master Fund through an investment of US$ 1billion in National Infrastructure Investment Fund (NIIF). ADIA has also invested US$ 1.8billion in HDFC Affordable Housing, USD 500 million in two renewable energy companies –Green Koi and Renew and US$ 300 million in Cube Highways. ADIA has also announced the opening of its office in GIFT City in Gujarat. Since 2020, GoI has announced several measures to facilitate and further ease investments by ADIA and other sovereign funds from the UAE. India’s exports to the UAE are well diversified with a large basket. India’s major export items to the UAE are: Petroleum Products, Precious Metals, Stones, Gems & Jewelry, Minerals, Food Items (Cereals, Sugar, Fruits & Vegetables, Tea, Meat, and Seafood), Textiles (Garments, Apparel, Synthetic fiber, Cotton, Yarn) and Engineering & Machinery Products and Chemicals. India’s major import items from the UAE are: Petroleum and Petroleum Products, Precious Metals, Stones, Gems & Jewelry, Minerals, Chemicals, Wood & Wood Products. UAE is the 4th largest source for crude oil and 2nd largest source for LNG and LPG for India. (Source: MEA)

G. India’s economic engagement with UAE has acquired new momentum in recent years with considerable increase in India-UAE trade, which crossed USD 82.42 billion in 2023-24. India’s bilateral trade with UAE in FY 2025-26 stood at USD 100.52 billion, with India’s exports to UAE at USD 37.36 billion and India’s import from UAE at USD 63.89 billion. (Source: DGCI&S, India)

The export-import statistics for the last five years as per Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Govt. of India data sources are as follows:
The Export-Import statistics from 2021-22 to 2025-26.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   (US Dollar Billion)
	
Year
	Total trade
	
Import
	
Export

	2021-22
	72.88
	44.83
	28.04

	2022-23
	84.84
	53.23
	31.61

	2023-24
	83.65
	48.03 
	35.62

	2024-25
	100.04
	63.40
	36.63

	2025-26
	101.25
	63.89 
	37.36






H. Cultural Relations

UAE has over 3.5 million Indians and Emiratis are quite familiar and sensitive to Indian culture. Indian cinema, TV, and radio channels are easily available and have good viewership; major theatres and cinema halls in the UAE screen commercial Hindi, Malayalam, Telugu and Tamil films. The Emirati community also takes part in celebrations of International Day of Yoga events and various institutions and studios of yoga & meditation are running successfully in the UAE. Abu Dhabi Sports Council (ADSC) and the UAE Ministry of Tolerance & Coexistence are actively involved in promoting collective community events and encourage participation of the Indian diaspora in sports, fitness, and cultural activities. On 01 September 2022, on the margins of the 14th Joint Commission Meeting, an MoU was signed to set up the India-UAE Cultural Council Forum that will facilitate deeper Cultural Cooperation and People to People interactions between the two countries.

I. Indian Community

 The Indian expatriate community of approximately 3.5 million is the largest ethnic community in UAE constituting roughly about 35 percent of the country’s population. 15% of the diaspora are in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and the rest in 6 Northern Emirates including Dubai. The profile of the community has changed from the 1970s and 1980s, when the majority of the Indian community were blue-collared to the extent of 85%-90%. Today, around 35% of the Indian community are made up of professionally qualified personnel, businessmen & other white collar non-professionals. 10% of the total Indians constitute dependent family members. The Indian community has played a major role in the economic development of the UAE and is respected for its technical competence, sense of discipline & law  abiding nature. Along with the Community Affairs Wing of the Embassy, Pravasi Bhartiya Sahayata Kendra (PBSK) based in the Consulate in Dubai has been functioning to assist the Indian diaspora through 24×7 helplines and a PBSK Mobile App.

Source: www.mea.gov.in

