
Embassy of India 

BELGIUM 

INDIA- BELGIUM Bilateral Relations 

 

POLITICAL 
 

 
independent India in September 1947. Our close bilateral relationship is based on shared 
commonalities and commitment to the rule of law, federalism and pluralism. Belgium supports 
India’s aspiration for permanent membership of the UNSC. 
 

-Belgium diplomatic relations. 
 
High Level Visits 
 
From India: 
 

inister of External Affairs, Dr. S. Jaishankar, met his Belgian counterpart, Mr. Philippe Goffin, 
on the sidelines of the European Union Foreign Affairs Council in Brussels on 17 February 2020. 
 

ussels on 29-30 August 2019. 
 
During the visit, he met his Belgian counterpart, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Defence, Mr. Didier Reynders and had comprehensive discussions on a range of 
bilateral and regional issues. 
 

esident of India Shri M Venkaiah Naidu, visited Brussels for the 12th Asia-Europe 
Meeting (ASEM) hosted by the European Union on 18 -19 October 2018. He called on His 
Majesty the King of the Belgians and discussed bilateral cooperation between Belgium and India 
as well as contemporary issues of shared interest. 
 

–22 June 2018 and 
held a bilateral meeting with Belgian DPM and of Foreign Minister, Mr. Didier Reynders, and 
reviewed the ongoing bilateral cooperation and issues of mutual interest. 
 

 after a 
deadly terrorist attack in Brussels. Both India and Belgium strongly condemned the attack, 
pledged to combat terrorism and reviewed the bilateral partnership. An MoU for bilateral 
cooperation in Biotechnology and a Letter of Intent on the existing MoU on Shipping 
Cooperation were signed. The proposed visit of Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi to 
Belgium on 12-13 March, 2020 was postponed owing to the outbreak of the Covid 19 pandemic. 
 

-5 October 2013 
and jointly inaugurated the Europalia-India Cultural festival jointly with the King of Belgians. 
During the visit five MoUs were signed between Belgian and Indian Universities. 



 
-11 December 2010. 

 
Brussels on 3-5 October 2010 and led theIndian 

delegation to the 8th Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM). 
 

Theseinclude visits by: Minister of Commerce and Industry, Shri Piyush Goyal, from 17-18 June 
2022 to launch the EU-India FTA negotiations; Minister of Railways, Communications and 
Electronics & Information Technology, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw on 16 June 2022 to visit the 
headquarters of imec (international research & development organization, active in the fields of 
nanoelectronics and digital technologies) at Leuven; MoS for Health, Shri. Ashwini Kumar 
Choubey in September 2019 for the Global Vaccine Summit 2019; Minister of Road Transport, 
Highways and Shipping Shri Nitin Gadkari in 19-20 November 2014; MoS for External Affairs 
Gen (Retd) V K Singh in October 2014 for WW I centenary commemoration; EAM Shri Salman 
Khurshid on 30-31 January 2013; and MoS for External Affairs Smt. Preneet Kaur on 15-19 April 
2012. 
 
From Belgium: 
 

n the occasion of the 70th Anniversary of the establishment of India-Belgium diplomatic 
relations, the King and Queen of the Belgians, Their Majesties King Philippe and Queen 
Mathilde, paid a State visit to India on 5-11 November 2017. They were accompanied by H.E. 
Mr. Didier Reynders, DPM and Minister of Foreign & European Affairs, H.E. Mr. Geert Bourgeois, 
Minister-President of Flanders region, H.E. Mr. Willy Borsus, Minister-President of Walloon 
region and H.E. Mr. Rudy Demotte, Minister-President of the Wallonia-Brussels region, and a 
number of senior officials. A large business and academic delegation also accompanied them. 
 

 
contribution in World War I’ and launched a book on “Indians in Flanders Fields”. Their 
Majesties also took part in various business and academic seminars organized during the visit. 
They also visited Taj Mahal. 
 

l of the 2008 
terrorist attack at the Taj Mahal Palace Hotel, and visited Oval Maidan for a cricket 
demonstration. 
 

 
Digital Agenda and Telecom visited India from 6-7 February, 2017. 
 

 13-18 
January 2015 and later on 15-19 February, 2016. 
 

 
 

 Guy Verhofstadt visited India on 2-7 November 2006. 
 



 Astride 
led an economic Mission to India comprising of 350 CEOs in November 2013. King Philippe (as 
Crown Prince) led an economic delegation of 350 business leaders to India on 20-27 March 
2010. King Albert II and Queen Paola of Belgians visited India on 3- 12 November 2008. 
 
Foreign Office Consultations 

 2018 in Brussels led by Smt. 
Ruchi Ghanashyam, Secretary (West), MEA on the Indian side and Mr. Dirk Achten, Secretary 
General, MFA on the Belgian side. The two sides reviewed bilateral relations and exchanged 
views on regional and international affairs. 
 

 
decided in mutual consultation. 
 
 
ECONOMIC & COMMERCIAL 
 

-BLEU JCM) with the Belgium-Luxembourg 
Economic Union, established in 1997, is the main vehicle for discussing the bilateral economic 
and commercial issues. The 17th India-BLEU JCM was held virtually on 16 September 2021. 
 

 
 

dia is Belgium’s 14th largest export destination and India is the 16th largest importer to 
Belgium. India is Belgium’s seventh largest export destination outside the EU and the sixth 
largest trade partner outside the EU. 
 

bilateral trade. 
 

 
imports from India in 2021 totaled Euros 6.07 Billion. Belgian exports to India totaled Euros 
6.15 Billion. 
 

metals & stones, Chemicals, Base metals 
 

 
 

 
 

sent in India. Several Indian companies, 
particularly in the IT and software sectors, such as TCS, Infosys, Tech Mahindra, HCL, etc. have 
established base in Belgium to cater to the Belgian as well as European markets. 
 
SECTORAL COOPERATION 
 

lgium cooperate in the field of Science and Technology under the framework of 
an MoU signed during the visit of the Belgian PM to India in November 2006. A Joint Committee 
on S&T has been established based on the agreement. 



 
 remote technical activation of a 3.6 metre optical telescope located at Devasthal in 

Uttarakhand was jointly carried out by the Prime Ministers of India and Belgium during PM’s 
visit to Belgium on 30 March 2016. India and Belgium cooperate in dedicated fields in Science 
and Technology under the frameworks of MoU on Cooperation in Space Technology (1998); 
MoU between TERI India and VITO-Belgium (2014); and MoU between 
BARC and SCK – SEN (Belgian Nuclear Research Centre, 2012). India and Belgium have co-
funded 16 projects in the area of life-sciences, exact sciences, astronomy etc. The 4th call for 
joint projects was launched after the 5th meeting of COMMIX held on 18th January, 2021. A 
new 2.5m telescope for the Mount Abu was virtually inaugurated on 16 Oct 2020. AMOS has 
also designed, manufactured, assembled and installed Multi Application Solar Telescope 
(MAST), a 50 m diameter class telescope for the Udaipur Solar Observatory (USO) in India. A 
4m Liquid Mirror Telescope (ILMT) installed at Devasthal is also ready. 
 

 Belgium 
(Federal/ Regional level for Energy) was signed on 29 September 2015. It is under active 
discussion for renewal. The 3rd meeting of the JWG on Renewables was held on 28 Oct 2021 in 
the virtual mode. 
 

 Royal 
Mission to India and a Joint Working Group on ICT met in Brussels in September 2019 and 
identified potential areas for collaboration such as cyber security, fintech, Internet of Things 
(IoT), big data, blockchains, AI etc. that are also aligned with the EU’s digital agenda and 
priorities. It is under active discussion for renewal. 
 
 Through an MoU between the Ministry of Shipping of India and Antwerp Port Authority 

training of Indian Port officials is being facilitated. The MoU was renewed in February 2020. 
 
EDUCATION & CULTURE 
 

 in Belgium Universities in Ghent,  
Leuven, Antwerp and Brussels. Five MoUs on education were signed during the State visit of 
Rashtrapatiji in 2013, namely: a) MoU between JNU and University of Ghent; b) MoU between 
Delhi University and University of Ghent; c) MoU between Delhi University and University of 
Leuven; d) MoU between DU and Free University of Brussels (ULB); and e) MoU between the 
University of Hyderabad and University of Ghent. 
 

. India was the partner 
country for the Europalia-India Cultural Festival held from 4 October 2013 to 26 January 2014 in 
Belgium. The festival was jointly inaugurated by Rashtrapatiji and the King of the Belgians. The 
festival included nearly 300 events showcasing Indian art and antiquities, music and dance 
performances, cinema, theatre, literature, as well as cuisine, hosted by about 200 partner 
venues across Belgium. 
 

 January 
2007 in Belgium. 
 



 
Khurshid unveiled a bust of Mahatma Gandhi in the office complex of the Governor of the 
Antwerp province on 30 January 2013. On the 151st Birth anniversary of Mahatama Gandhi, a 
statue of the Rashtrapita was inaugurated by the Governor and Mayor of Antwerp along with 
the Ambassador of India in October 2020. This statue is installed in front of the Antwerp 
Courthouse, a prominent legal and architectural landmark of Antwerp. The statue is a gift of the 
Indian government. In Brussels, there is a statue of Mahatama Gandhi in park Moleenbeek and 
the embassy premises. 
 

 Faculty 
of Arts of the Katholic University of Leuven on the occasion of Gurudev’s 154th Birth Anniversary 
on 7 May 2015. 
 

 World 
War I. To commemorate the sacrifice by Indian soldiers, an Indian Memorial Pillar was re-
installed alongside Menin Gate in Ypres on 12 March 2011, where the annual Armistice Day 
celebrations are held. On the centenary of the armistice of World War I, a memorial concert for 
the Indian soldiers was held at Knokke Heist on 11 November 2018. 
 
This was 16th such edition. On 18 November 2018, the annual commemoration ceremony for 
Indian soldiers who participated in World War I took place at the Indian Memorial in Ypres. 
 
Culture and People to People Contact  
 
ICCR-BOZAR MoU 
 

– Brussels) for 
cooperation in the field of culture on 4 February, 2021. 
 

 
International Day of Yoga is celebrated in several cities and towns of Belgium, including 
Brussels, Antwerp, Leuven, Durbuy, Mons, Enghien and Kortrijk. 
 

 
the recent years through successful twinning initiatives - the Belgian city of Leuven is now 
connected to the Indian cities of New Delhi and Gwalior. 
 

 
researchers in their renowned Universities, celebrated a Festival of Indian Culture in Leuven and 
Ghent in November 2021. 
 
INDIAN DIASPORA 
 

 Diaspora in 
Belgium – of these, 14286 are Non-Resident Indians (NRI) which includes around 764 Indian 
students & around 2000 IT Professionals, and around 10446 are Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) 

 
(November 2022) 


